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an uncomfortably credible future, explores the dangers of
nationalist ideology, state propaganda, revisionist history,
and the othering of the marginalised outsider; all issues
that continue to plague our contemporary society. Drawing
on classics like Orwell’s 1984, Atwood’s The Handmaid’s
Tale, and Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451, O’Connell channels
the voice of his generation as his protagonist dares to
question the status quo and alters the trajectory of a life
spent sleepwalking through injustice and atrocity. In
Lichtenberg we re-learn the courage to question.

comes to us from the perspective of Riven, an elite soldier in the
city of Raidon, the last bastion of civilisation, ostensibly beset by
nomadic people considered no better than animals. O’Connell
unnerves the reader by positioning them within the city, amongst
men and women immersed in its propaganda, hedonism, and
brutality.

Lichtenberg is Temple Dark Books’ fourteenth release and is
testament to the label’s vision of becoming Ireland’s premier
publisher of Speculative Fiction.

e are excited to announce the upcoming
publication of Lichtenberg by Galway
native Tom O’Connell. This engaging and
thought-provoking dystopian fiction, set in

ith a Master’s in Dystopian Literature and pursuing a
PhD in the topic in the University of Galway, Tom
O’Connell is perfectly positioned to articulate the
fears and concerns of our modern age.  Lichtenberg 
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“...a stellar debut. O’Connell writes with great
immediacy...epic and intimate. I loved it!” -
Mike McCormack, International Dublin
Literary Award Winner

“...a brilliant debut novel, with a vital message for
our times.” - Catherine Doyle, NY Times Bestselling
Author of The Dagger and The Flame


